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UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA TEAM WORKS WITH
DISTRICT COURT IN DIVORCE MEDIATION PILOT PROGRAM
MISSOULA —
Most couples do not file for divorce calmly. This fact seems obvious, 
but its ramifications are severe for the divorcing spouses and their children. 
The emotional upheaval and sense of crisis change the lives of all family 
members permanently and often linger far beyond reasonable expectations.
The University of Montana's Conflict Management Project is now aligned 
with District Court to provide a six-month pilot program in divorce mediation. 
Bill Wilmot, director of the Conflict Management Project and professor of 
interpersonal communications, and Joyce Hocker, also a professor of 
interpersonal communications, are heading a team to train and certify six 
mediators who will work to help spouses through the decision-making process of 
divorce. They work in conjunction with Richard Vandiver, court operations 
officer for Missoula District Court.
The program, which began March 1, is the first of its kind in this area, 
and expectations are high. Divorce mediation programs across the nation have 
an astounding 70 percent success rate according to Wilmot. What exactly 
constitutes success? "People who can reach an agreement and stick to it," 
he says.
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